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The Future of the Law Institute is a year long program for minority and economically disadvantaged high school students interested in learning more about a career in the law. FLI provides students with substantive legal workshops, career counseling, a mock trial, courthouse tour, and opportunities to meet with legal professionals. Students will also be matched with an attorney, judge or law student mentor for the school year. Additionally, FLI offers competitive paid and unpaid summer internship opportunities in law firms and courts. Participants can win a scholarship of $500 if they go on to attend a vocational school, community college or a university and $1,000 if they go to law school.

Vision: Develop the next generation of legal professionals to reflect our community's rich diversity.

Mission: Encourage high school students of diverse backgrounds to pursue higher education in the law by: 

1. Providing access to legal professionals as role models through workshops, mentoring and internships. 

2. Improving post-secondary enrollment through scholarships, higher education planning for families, and financial aid workshops. 

3. Increasing law school enrollment by providing scholarships and access to college/university partners. 

Involvement with the FLI can follow a variety of routes: judges, attorneys, and law students can become mentors.  Firms can offer internships or job-shadow days.  Anyone can support the program with funding.  During the academic year, mentors commit to just two weeks and two weekends of meetings with their students.

In evaluating possibilities for involvement, our firm found the options very helpful in crafting a level of participation that works for our size firm.  We’ve had several of our younger attorneys participate in a mentor team, along with one of our paralegals.  We also hired our first summer intern in 2009, a newly graduated high school senior who is now attending WWU and keeping us updated on her progress.  All parties found this to be a satisfying experience.

To learn more about FLI, please see their website at http://www.futureofthelaw.org/.  Additionally, I am happy to visit about our experience in more detail.

